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Greetings from Tallahassee!  

  

As expected, Week 8 in the Florida Legislature was 

filled with budget negotiations between the Senate and the 

House of Representatives. I was extremely pleased to be     

appointed to the Transportation and Economic Development 

budget conference committee. We have been working          

diligently with our House companions to provide proper     

funding for our transportation systems as well as our future 

economic development initiatives, which will bring us out of 

this current economic atmosphere. We will continue working 

on the budget into next week, but I will be sure to keep you  updated as negotiations continue. 

 Aside from all the budget action, we had a very busy week passing legislation. Monday began 

with the passage of Senate Bills 406 and 994. Senate Bill 406 directs the Department of                

Transportation to erect markers designating portions of highways in honor of certain individuals in  

counties throughout the state. Senate Bill 994, relating to Environmental Permitting, repeals an         

obsolete reporting requirement by which the Department of Environmental Protection would have to  

report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House when proposing any changes      

necessary to accomplish consolidation of state and federal wetland permitting programs. These two 

bills will now go to Governor Rick Scott for his signature as House Bill 7039 and House Bill 4123,      

respectively. 

 Senate Bill 1610 passed the Education Pre-K - 12 Committee on Tuesday. This bill streamlines 

the identification process for contractors working in multiple school districts by directing the               

Department of Education to develop a statewide, uniform badge to be worn by contractors while on 

school property. Also on Tuesday, SB 804, relating to Fish and Wildlife Conservation, passed out of the 

Budget Committee. 

 As we enter the final week of the 2012 Legislative Session, I ask you to please contact me with 

any concerns or questions you may have.   

                                 Sincerely, 
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Quest ion: What  is t he in t ent ion  o f  Senat e Bill 820? 

 Answ er : SB 820 w ill rep eal t he m and at o ry st at ew ide sep t ic t ank inspect ion  p rogram      

est ab lished  in  SB 550.  

Quest ion: What  p rogram  w ill p ro t ect  t he Sp r ings if  550 is rep ealed ? 

Answ er : The p rop osed  legislat ion  w ill est ab lish  an  op t ional, st and ard  insp ect ion  p rogram  

f o r  all coun t ies and  m un icip alit ies t o  b e ad m in ist ered  b y coun t y healt h  d epar t m en t s. The 

p rogram  req uires sep t ic syst em s b e inspect ed  every 5 years f o r  st ruct ural and  opera-

t ional in t egr it y and  be p um p ed .   

Quest ion: Will t h is be a st at ew id e m and at e?   

Answ er : No , Senat e Bill 820 w ill r eq uire coun t ies or  m un icip alit ies cont ain ing a f ir st  m agn i-

t ud e sp r ing t o  ad op t  t he p rogram  o r  op t  out  o f  t he p rogram  b ef ore January 1, 2013. 

Quest ion: What  if  a coun t y f eels t hey have ad d ressed  t he issue o f  onsit e w at er  t reat m en t  

syst em s? 

Answ er : A count y o r  m un icip alit y m ay adop t  t he p rogram  in  all o r  p ar t  o f  it s geograp h ic 

jur isd ict ion . All count ies and  m un icip alit ies have t he ab ilit y t o  op t  out  o f  t he p rogram .  

Quest ion: How  w ill t h is ef f ect  count ies w it h  est ab lished  p rogram s?  

Answ er : SB 820 grand f at hers exist ing count y or  m un icip alit y p rogram s est ab lished  p r io r  

t o  July 1, 2011, p rovid ed  t he exist ing p rogram  d oes not  req uire an  evaluat ion  at  t he p o in t  

o f  sale in  a real est at e t ransact ion .  
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Question and Answer: Breaking Down Senate Bill 820 

Seven Rivers Christian School Stopped by The Florida Senate 

 On Wednesday and Thursday the Seven Rivers 

Christian School of Lecanto visited Tallahassee. During 

the two day field trip the 5th Grade class was             

introduced to the legislative process through first hand       

experiences. The children took tours of the Capitol and 

were introduced to members of the Citrus County    

delegation along with members of the Cabinet. 

 If you have a class interested in visiting the  

Capitol, please contact our office to help schedule tours 

at 850-487-5017. 
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On  Fr id ay, t he Senat e gave it s unan im ous 

ap p roval t o  Senat e Bill 514/House Bill 1227. Sp on -

so red  b y Senat o r  Dean  t h is b ill allow s t he          

req u irem en t s as a 911 d isp at cher  t o  b e w aived  

f o r  st at e-cer t if ied  law  en f o rcem en t . The law     

en f o rcem en t  o f f icer  w ho act s as a 911 d isp at cher  

m ust  b e select ed  b y h is o r  her  ch ief  execut ive, 

such  as a sher if f  o r  p o lice ch ief , and  m ay on ly act  

as a d isp at cher  on  a t em p orary b asis. 

The law  en f o rcem en t  o f f icer  m ust  also  p ass t he d ep ar t m en t  ap p roved        

p ro f iciency exam . If  t he o f f icer  f ails t he exam , t hey m ust  t ake a d ep ar t m en t          

ap p roved  p ub lic saf et y d isp at cher  t rain ing p rogram  b ef o re ret aking t he t est . The 

b ill also  p assed  t he House o f  Rep resen t at ives b y a unan im ous vo t e and  is now    

aw ait ing act ion  b y Governo r  Sco t t . If  Governo r  Sco t t  d oes no t  sign  o r  vet o  t he b ill 

w it h in  f if t een  d ays o f  t he b ill b eing p resen t ed  t o  h im , t he b ill is aut om at ically      

enact ed . 
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911 Dispatchers 

SB 802 Opening the Outdoors to the Citizens of Florida 

 

Senat o r  Dean ’s Senat e Bill 802 w as p assed  b y t he Bud get  Sub com m it t ee on  

General Governm en t  Ap p rop r iat ions on  Tuesd ay b y a 6-0 vo t e. Senat e Bill 802 p ro -

vid es m ore op p o r t un it ies f o r  t he p ub lic t o  en joy out d oo r  recreat ional act ivit ies 

and  p rovid es lim it ed  liab ilit y p ro t ect ion  t o  land ow ners w ho  allow  t he p ub lic on t o  

t heir  land s f o r  t h is p urp ose. Th is b ill covers any land ow ners w ho  m akes t heir  land  

availab le t o  any p erson  p r im ar ily f o r  hun t ing, f ish ing o r  w ild lif e view ing. It  also     

covers land ow ners w ho en t er  in t o  a w r it t en  agreem en t  w it h  t he St at e t o  use t heir  

land  f o r  t hese p urp oses. 

Land ow ners m ust  m eet  t w o  q ualif icat ions t o  receive p ro t ect ion . Fir st , t hey 

m ust  g ive no t ice t o  t hose using t he land s show ing t he land ow ner  has lim it at ion  o f  

liab ilit y. Second , t hey m ust  no t  charge o r  m ake a p ro f it  o f f  o f  t he use t he land .    

Finally, t h is b ill w ill no t  relieve land ow ners o f  liab ilit y f o r  in t en t ional in jury t o      

p eop le o r  p rop er t y on  t heir  land . Senat e Bill 802 is read y t o  b e t aken  t o  t he Senat e 

f loo r  f o r  a vo t e b y t he en t ire Flo r id a Senat e. House Bill 313, t he com p an ion  t o  SB 

802, w as p assed  unan im ously b y t he House o f  Rep resen t at ives and  is aw ait ing      

p assage o f  SB 802 in  t he Senat e. 

http://www.nashville.gov/ecc/images/ops02-PD-dispatcher.jpg
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Senate District 3 Staff 

 

Legislative Aides: 

 

Inverness Office 

Judy Wells 

Janet Oehmig 

 

Tallahassee Office 

Travis Hart 

Nicholas Abrahams 

 

Deputy Legislative Aides: 
Drew Aldikacti 

Steven Schwartz 

 

Legislative Interns: 

Betsy Boyce  

Haley Hickman  

Kyle Champagne 

Blake Johnston 

Kathryn Ingler 

Stephen Davis 

Madeline Rosenfeldt 

Brock Magruder 

Allison Kraemer 

Ashley Paine 

302 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee Fl 32399 | 850-487-5017  

Find ME on Facebook and Twitter : 

 http://www.facebook.com/pages/Charles-S-

Dean/293492737381172?ref=tn_tnmn 

 

 https://twitter.com/#!/CharlieDeanSD3 

Taylor County Development Authority 

Severn Rivers Christian School in front of the     

Senate Chambers 


